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“Solar Parcel”- Hong Kong & Iceland
Solargraphy Exchange Project
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In this age of the Internet where information and digital pictures
are never lacking, it would be a nice surprise to receive a
photo taken by traditional method or a handmade postcard.
The “Solar Parcel” organised by Fotologue Culture enabled
more than 100 participants in Hong Kong and Iceland to learn
pre-digital age pinhole photography and explore special ways
of recording images. The project promoted cultural exchange
of the two places through the exchange of handmade cameras

and postcards.

Participants of the project included visual arts students
from four secondary schools in Hong Kong, students of the
Verkmenntaskolinn a Akureyrir and the citizens of a northern
community in Iceland. Participants from both places learnt the
principles of photography and the methods of making pinhole
camera, and drew postcards that recorded stories of local life.
They posted the handmade cameras to each other and spent
three to eight months to create photographic artworks using the
cameras. Lastly, an exhibition was held to share the artworks and

records of the activity with the public.

Handmade gifts sent by post

The project’s organiser, Liu Wai-yee, believes the most prominent
feature of the project was that students were given the
opportunity to learn traditional photographic techniques and
making DIY camera: “Hong Kong students made cameras with
mooncake or snack tin boxes while the Icelanders used drink
cans for the purpose. Everyone was excited receiving the ‘special
camera’ from other participants and became interested in the
culture of their place.” Since students nowadays greatly rely on

the Internet to communicate with people, traditional posting

method is particularly “new” to them: “It was the first time for
the participants to send things by post. Some of them only knew
what a postcard is through the project.” The process of waiting
was another feature of the activity: “Waiting was required for
taking the photos, as well as for receiving the reply from the
correspondences.” Participants learnt to be more observant and

value their communications.

Record happiness through solargraphy

When the participants received the DIY camera from their
counterparts, they would use it to take a photo that recorded
the trajectory of sunlight. The photo captured the moving
trajectory of the sun from sunrise to sunset by long exposure.
The students realised that photography was not as simple as it
seemed to be. "You can take photos anytime by just pressing the
button of a digital camera. You can delete any unwanted photos
freely as well. But when you have to use obsolete photographic
equipment, you have to find the right way to set up the camera,
which requires astute observation and being highly focused,”

says Liu.

What the project provided students with was not only the
experience of taking a photo, as Liu explains: “The entire process
of hands-on photography, the cultural exchange with friends far
away are all unforgettable memories and unique experiences to
have when growing up. We believe the whole experience will be
happily cherished by the students.” Liu hopes that the exchange
with Iceland was only the beginning of more intercultural
exchange opportunities to come. She also wishes the experience
and creative outcomes of the project could be made available to

the education sector as teaching materials.

Grounded in the goals of arts and cultural exchange, the project
promotes pinhole photography and visual arts education. It brings
attention to the significance of interpersonal communication and
sharing. Participants are given the opportunity to take part in in-
depth exchanges which help to broaden their horizon and mind.
The project lifts visual arts to a higher level with its originality
and deserves recognition for its stimulation of the creativity of

the public.




